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and said: * It is proper that we should go to Egypt and
live there under the shadow of the governor's protection/
All agreed to this proposal, whereon Armia departed with
them to Egypt.136 Some assert that Bakhtanassar was
still in Syria when Armia started with the remnant of the
children of Esrail to Egypt. When Bakhtanassar had
obtained information on this point, he sent a letter to the
King of Egypt to the following purport: * Numbers of my
subjects have fled to thy country; therefore send them
back. Shouldst thou, however, refuse to do so, the same
will happen to Egypt what happened to the Holy House/
This message was, however, replied to by the King of
Egypt as follows: ' These people are free and noble. It
would be against the laws of humanity to surrender them
to thee.' On this occasion, also, Armia said to his people,
exhorting them: 'Repent of your sins and crimes, and
crave pardon, else Bakhtanassar will pursue you even to
this country, and his cruelty will overtake you as it has
overtaken your countrymen.' The children of Esrail re-
plied : ' What words are these, and how could Bakhta-
nassar vanquish the king ?' The people continued in their
rebellion, and Armia went with some of them to the banks
of the Nile, where he placed four stones near each other,
and concealed them, saying: ' When Bakhtanassar con-
quers the country, he will erect his throne in this locality,
so that its four supports will rest upon these four stones.'

When Bakhtanassar had received the answer of the*
Governor of Egypt, he marched to that country, subdued
his opponents, made the children of Esrail prisoners, and
discovered Armia among them. He reproached him in
these words: * Have I not dealt with thee kindly, and
exempted thee of what befell thy people T Armia replied:
' Yes.' Bakhtanassar continued : ' Then why hast thou
associated thyself to my enemies ?' Armia rejoined: ' I
have admonished them, and told them that thou wouldst
conquer this country, and in confirmation of the truth of

136 Jeremiah, ch. xliii. 7 : 'So they came into the land of Egypt:
for they obeyed not the voice of the Lord.'
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